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Tuesday 12th March 2013
5:30 pm to 8 pm

Parsons Brinckerhoff offices
Ernst & Young Centre
Level 26, 680 George Street, Sydney CBD

**Eor |late arrivals, please phone Ellen Kwantes on 0434 996 372 for access**

IAH NSW proudly presents a talk by Dr. Noel Merrick, Heritage Computing

How does aquifer interference policy affect groundwater assessments?

The NSW Aquifer Interference Policy was issued in September 2012 following robust
debate on the draft Stage 1 policy released for consultation in March 2012. The essence of
the policy, from a practitioner's point of view, is compliance with a set of minimal harm
criteria for any aquifer interference activity, or more correctly "minimal impact
considerations". The criteria on water table, water pressure and water quality are
presented in tables that run for 10 pages. But there are no illustrative figures. This talk will
present diagrams for the most important criteria in an effort to explain what they mean and,
in particular, how practitioners have to modify their traditional methods for groundwater
assessments. The implications will be illustrated with practical examples taken from
Environmental Assessments in the public domain. One of the major changes is the
introduction of a preliminary Gateway process for State significant development
applications for mining or coal seam gas extraction on strategic agricultural land. This
requires estimation of water takes and impacts based on a "simple modelling platform”.
The audience will be encouraged to discuss how "simple" the profession's approach
should be to this new process. The talk will also visit some of the concepts in the Stage 1
policy that were subsequently removed, in case there is a misguided perception that they
still apply. Some of the modelling that was done to assess Stage 1 implications will
illustrate why the earlier policy was unworkable.

Please RSVP to:
Katarina David davidk@cdmsmith.com mob 0412 080 360
or Graham Hawkes Graham.Hawkes@aecom.com mob 0417 134 422
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