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Yaama, I Acknowledge Ngunnawal Country & 
respective Country’s you stand/sit/Teams on today,

I am - Kamilaroi



Acknowledgement

The University of Western Australia acknowledges that its campus is 
situated on Noongar land, and that Noongar people remain the 
spiritual and cultural custodians of their land, and continue to 
practise their values, languages, beliefs and knowledge. 

of country

Artist: Dr Richard Barry Walley OAM
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AIATSIS map of Indigenous Australia (1996)
(https://aiatsis.gov.au/explore/map-indigenous-

Australia)

Many different groups with distinct language 

and culture

Aboriginal and Torres 
Straight Islander people 

Australian mainland has been inhabited by 

Aboriginal people for 65,000 years 

(predates European settlement)

Oldest continuous living culture(s) in the world

https://aiatsis.gov.au/explore/map-indigenous-Australia


Cultural connections to water
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• Deep Spiritual Connection to Country through 

Language, Songlines, Dreamtime and Lore

• Men’s and Women’s business - GW sites on Kamilaroi 

country are Women’s business

• Water places were important ceremonial sites, burial 

sites and also sites of massacres

• Water maintains totem animals and cultural keystone 

species

Concept of Living Water (Yu, 1999)

(Galup/Lake Monger, Perth – site of massacre)



Indigenous knowledge of water
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Within Aboriginal language and culture there is real 

knowledge of surface water and groundwater through 

geological time

• Places with permanent water

• ‘On top’ and ‘bottom’ water (Yu, 1999)

• Knowledge of paleochannel aquifers

• Glacial cycles, sea level fluctuation (Robertson et al. 2017)

Map of the Western Australian water resources (wells, rock holes and claypans) of the Bindibu [=Pintupi], 
as carved into the back of a spear-thrower (Moggridge 2020, after Thomson 1962) 

(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aeGqTpLDYjQ)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aeGqTpLDYjQ


Water assets and infrastructure
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Water in the landscape is an essential source of potable water  - often 
surface expressions of groundwater

Aboriginal people maintain infrastructure for water supply, 
groundwater dependent culturally significant sites (GWDCSS): 
• Springs Karst or cave systems
• Rock wells Recharge areas
• Gnammas (rock holes) Paleochannels
• Water trees Fractured Rock systems
• Jilla and Jumu (springs and soaks) Porous Rock systems
• Mound Springs and Mud Springs Hanging swamps

Aboriginal people have a cultural responsibility to maintain the 
balance, to retain living water on Country (Yu, 1999) 
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British Colonies established on 
the principle of Terra Nullius –
No Treaty so No Veto

Stolen Generations: 

Colonisation

Colonial Frontier Massacres 1788 – 1930
(https://c21ch.newcastle.edu.au/colonialm
assacres/map.php)

Frontier Wars – period of active resistance 
of British occupation by Aboriginal people

Aboriginal people were systematically removed from their 
traditional country and children were removed from their 
families up until late 1960’s
Aboriginal people were not considered human.

https://humanrights.gov.au/our-work/education/track-
history-timeline-stolen-generations

https://c21ch.newcastle.edu.au/colonialmassacres/map.php
https://humanrights.gov.au/our-work/education/track-history-timeline-stolen-generations


Contemporary Australia 
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Native Title – established via High Court case 1992. 
Created pathway for legal recognition of Traditional 
Ownership

National Water Initiative 2004, was first time 
Indigenous people recognised in water policy

Australia signed on to the UN Declaration on the 
Rights of Indigenous Peoples in 2009

Some Aboriginal people have moved back to 
Country. Delivery of essential services remains 
challenging 

Referendum to establish an Indigenous Voice to 
Parliament planned for later this year.

Map of Indigenous communities 
(https://www.niaa.gov.au/indigenous-affairs/economic-development/indigenous-procurement-
policy/ripp-map
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Working with Ngurrara Rangers on 
Yanunijarra Country

• Aboriginal Corporations have Ranger groups 
actively caring for Country

• Water supply in remote communities managed by 
States and Territories

• Closing the gap targets; open questions around 
water security and potential health risks of 
groundwater use

• $2.5 billion to fix (WSAA 2022), recent Federal 
funding $150 million.

• Normalization of service delivery commencing for 
remote communities in W.A.

Heading in the right direction?



What does this have to do with IAH?
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• Groundwater professionals are often working on Aboriginal Country

• Most Aboriginal communities rely on groundwater for potable water supply

• Consultation with Traditional Owners (but not approval) often required

• Two-way learning opportunities being missed

• The IAH mission overlaps with Indigenous people who are 
caring for Country

Australian Aboriginal people’s view 
of the relationship between water, 
environment, culture and people. 
(Moggridge 2010).
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1. UNDRIP
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2&3. Cultural 
connections



15

4&5. Indigenous 
Knowledge
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6&7. Working 
together
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Declaration wording refined in 
consultation with Committee on 
Aboriginal Water Interests

Declaration signed at Australasian 
Groundwater Conference 2022 in Perth

http://declaration.iah.org.au/

View and sign at

http://declaration.iah.org.au/


SLR Reflect
Reconciliation
Action Plan



Developing our RAP 

Eligibility
Expression of 

interest & 
registration

Form RAP 
Working Group

Engagement & 
Consultation with the 

business

Drafting & 
submitting

Time frames & 
feedback Accreditation

• Confirmed Eligibility and registration with Reconciliation Australia.

• Established RAP working group with state-based representatives across Australia to drive governance through the development 
process.

• Engaged and consulted various teams in the business to understand current engagements and areas for improvement.

• Drafted objectives and deliverables and consulted our Regional Management Team for review and internal endorsement.

• Submitted draft Reflect RAP to Reconciliation Australia for review and feedback November 2022.

• Received formal endorsement from Reconciliation Australia May 2023.

• Continuing to drive implementation within the business and engaging external stakeholders to assist in the delivery of set 
commitments.

Implementation

November 2021 May 2023November 2021-2022 November 2022 to 
April 2023



What Initiatives 
Acknowledgment of Country

Acknowledgment of Country applied across 
all Australian staff email signatures. 

Engaged First Nations Artist 

SLR engaged local Brisbane artist, Leah from 
Bunya Designs to develop custom artwork for 
incorporation within our RAP.

Our RAP Chairperson sat down with Leah to 
discuss the artwork developed and the story 
behind the beautiful piece. 

Reflect Artwork Story Video

SLR’s formally endorsement 
Reflect RAP is publicly available 
via Reconciliation Australia’s 
website 

The following initiatives have 
been implemented within the 
business:

Cultural Awareness Training

We have partnered with First 
Nations Training Provider, Evolve 
Communities and implemented 
mandatory Cultural Awareness 
Training for all current employees 
and future new starters. 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bunyadesigns.com.au%2F&data=05%7C01%7Ckcassidy%40slrconsulting.com%7C3ed9db22062e4d647e5308db4b747dde%7C109cec53a87742eb93e8b9f5c282ba38%7C0%7C0%7C638186735953535727%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=QpujJomvekhrUlALg3SDij%2BD3X1%2FyvisyvWbGKAZ2bQ%3D&reserved=0
https://vimeo.com/822873131?share=copy
https://recaus.my.salesforce.com/sfc/p/#5g000003ae1y/a/5g000000kOSo/9s2o0f2GvsYix1OPcCGVvbVmIsViBHpLqVaBVS3cOEE


Implementation
1. Partnered with Evolve Communities and rolled out mandatory 

‘National Reconciliation Week’  (NRW) Webinar for all employees.
2. Various NRW events happening across our offices (i.e. Locally 

sourced first nations catering for our Brisbane office Brisbane office).
3. We are continuing to work with various teams within the business to 

deliver on the commitments made as part of our RAP and 
continuously looking for avenues to implement further important 
initiatives across our business. 



What else can you do?
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1. Find out who’s country you’re working on

2. Engage to build relationships

3. Be open to two-way learning opportunities

Boobera Lagoon (Moggridge 2006)

Annette Stokes - Wongatha 
Birni Aboriginal Corporation



What can you do?
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1. Find out who’s country you’re working 
on

• If there has been a Native Title determination a 
Prescribed Body Corporate will have been 
established: https://nativetitle.org.au/find/pbc

• Aboriginal Land Councils and Registered Aboriginal 
Parties: https://www.niaa.gov.au/indigenous-affairs/land-and-
housing/native-title-representative-bodies-and-service-providers

• Indigenous Land Use Agreements: 
http://www.nntt.gov.au/searchRegApps/NativeTitleRegisters/Page
s/Search-Register-of-Indigenous-Land-Use-Agreements.aspx

• Indigenous Protected Areas: Indigenous land and sea 
management projects | National Indigenous Australians Agency 
(niaa.gov.au)

https://aiatsis.gov.au/explore/map-indigenous-Australia

https://nativetitle.org.au/find/pbc
https://www.niaa.gov.au/indigenous-affairs/land-and-housing/native-title-representative-bodies-and-service-providers
http://www.nntt.gov.au/searchRegApps/NativeTitleRegisters/Pages/Search-Register-of-Indigenous-Land-Use-Agreements.aspx
https://www.niaa.gov.au/indigenous-affairs/environment/indigenous-land-and-sea-management-projects
https://aiatsis.gov.au/explore/map-indigenous-Australia


What can you do?
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2.    Engage to build relationships
• Contact the traditional owners and start a dialogue 

before project inception
• Allocate the time and money required for 

consultation
• Invite participation where possible 
• Think about reciprocity for the community
• Follow the Three T’s (Brad)

You may need to be less linear than you are used to!

Integrity is crucial – always be you



What can you do?
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3. Be open to two-way learning 
opportunities

• Indigenous Australians are custodians of a 
rich cultural heritage – this is their IP

• Acknowledge differences, but find 
common ground

• Aim for equity – Indigenous people can be 
most effected but least empowered

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY

https://wtcs.pressbooks.pub/infanttoddlerdev/chapter/chapter-11-looking-at-diversity-equity-and-inclusion/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


Please read and sign 
the Declaration

26It’s not the destination, it’s the beginning….

http://declaration.iah.org.au/



IAH events still to come
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Thank you
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