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INDIGENOUS GROUNDWATER DECLARATION

PREAMBLE
W E RECOGNISE AND REAFFIRM THAT INDIGENOUS PEOPLE OF THE AUSTRALIAN CHAPTER OF THE INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION
AUSTRALIA HAVE NOT CEDED THEIR SOVEREIGNTY OVER OF HYDROGEOLOGISTS (IAH) HAS PUT FORWARD THIS
THEIR LANDS AND WATERS AND HAVE BEEN CONNECTED TO THESE DECLARATION ON THE 22 NOVEMBER 2022 AT THIS AUSTRALASIAN

GROUNDWATER CONFERENCE (AGC) IN GOOD FAITH, WITH
ARTICLES PREPARED BELOW, FOR SIGNATORIES TO ACKNOWLEDGE,
CHAMPION AND SUPPORT, THROUGH ACTIONS FOR THE

FOR OVER 65,000 YEARS. EACH RESPECTIVE NATION HOLDS THEIR
OWN CULTURAL AND SPIRITUAL IDENTITY, SONGS, DANCES, AND

STORIES, WHICH ARE EXPRESSIONS OF THEIR CONNECTIONS TO BETTERMENT OF INCLUDING AND RESPECTING INDIGENOUS

KNOWLEDGES IN GROUNDWATER ACTIVITIES, DELIBERATIONS,
THEM. DECISIONS, AND POLICIES.

THEIR LANDS AND WATERS AND THE SPECIES THAT DEPEND ON

e s

PATHWAYS TO WATER (GALI) B. MOGGRIDGE (KAMILAROI) 2006

ARTICLE 1 ARTICLE 4
W E ACKNOWLEDGE, AS PER THE UNITED NATIONS W E RECOGNISE AND RESPECT THE ROLE OF INDIGENOUS PEOPLE AS
DECLARATION ON THE RIGHTS OF INDIGENOUS PEOPLES KNOWLEDGE-HOLDERS AND STEWARDS OF GROUNDWATER
(UNDRIP), INDIGENOUS PEOPLES’ RIGHT TO MAINTAIN AND RESOURCES, FOR WHICH THEY HAVE CUSTOMARY LAW, THE FIRST LAW,
STRENGTHEN THEIR DISTINCTIVE SPIRITUAL RELATIONSHIP WITH WHICH THEY HAVE UPHELD AND RELIED UPON FOR THOUSANDS OF YEARS.

THEIR TRADITIONALLY OWNED OR OTHERWISE OCCUPIED AND USED
ARTICLE 5

LANDS, TERRITORIES, WATERS AND COASTAL SEAS AND OTHER

RESOURCES AND TO UPHOLD THEIR RESPONSIBILITIES TO FUTURE W E RECOGNISE THE VALUE OF GROUNDWATER RESEARCH AND

TEACHING THAT INCORPORATES INDIGENOUS KNOWLEDGE AND
GENERATIONS IN THIS REGARD!. WE RECOGNISE INDIGENOUS

HIGHLIGHTS THE ROLE OF GROUNDWATER IN INDIGENOUS COMMUNITIES.
PEOPLES’ RIGHT TO MAINTAIN, CONTROL, PROTECT AND DEVELOP

WE SUPPORT THE INCLUSION OF INDIGENOUS VOICES IN DECISION MAKING
THEIR CULTURAL HERITAGE, TRADITIONAL KNOWLEDGE, AND

REGARDING GROUNDWATER, SO THAT INDIGENOUS PEOPLE’S VALUES AND
TRADITIONAL CULTURAL EXPRESSIONS, AS WELL AS THE

USES OF GROUNDWATER CAN BE PROTECTED.
MANIFESTATIONS OF THEIR SCIENCES-Z2.

ARTICLE 6
ARTICLE 2

W E RECOGNISE THE IMPORTANCE OF EFFECTIVE, RESPECTFUL

E ACKNOWLEDGE THE DEEP AND ANCIENT CULTURAL AND
W ENGAGEMENT OF HYDROGEOLOGISTS AND WATER SCIENTISTS WITH

SPIRITUAL CONNECTION OF INDIGENOUS PEOPLE TO THE
INDIGENOUS PEOPLE, TO PRODUCE AND SHARE GROUNDWATER KNOWLEDGE

LAND AND WATERS OF AUSTRALIA. THIS CONNECTION INCLUDES THE

AND TO DEVELOP SOLUTIONS TO THE GROUNDWATER-RELATED PROBLEMS
GROUNDWATER THAT IS STORED WITHIN, AND EMERGES FROM, THE

THAT IMPACT INDIGENOUS PEOPLE AND THEIR LAND AND WATER
EARTH, AND PLACES OF CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE FORMED BY

RESOURCES.
GROUNDWATER PROCESSES.

ARTICLE 7
ARTICLE 3

W E DECLARE OUR INTENTION TO WALK TOGETHER SO THAT

E ACKNOWLEDGE THAT GROUNDWATER REMAINS AN
INDIGENOUS AND WESTERN SCIENTIFIC KNOWLEDGE CAN INFORM

IMPORTANT COMPONENT OF INDIGENOUS LIFE AND WAYS OF
THE WAYS OF LEARNING AND COLLECTING DATA. THROUGH THIS TWO-WAYS3

KNOWING AND BEING. DEEP CULTURAL AND SPIRITUAL CONNECTIONS HEERBASH T6 LY DRECSESLAEY. AND SalENEE Wi ASHTETE Sk SEMHMGH
TO GROUNDWATER ARE MAINTAINED THROUGH LORE, LANGUAGE, GOAL OF PROTECTING AND SECURING GROUNDWATER FOR THE FUTURE.

STORIES, SONGS, AND DANCES (ALSO KNOWN AS SONGLINES AND

DREAMTIME).
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MAKING THE INVISIBLE VISIBLE IN 2022

TUNITED NATIONS DECLARATION ON THE RIGHTS OF
INDIGENOUS PEOPLES (2007). ARTICLE 25: INDIGENOUS
PEOPLES HAVE THE RIGHT TO MAINTAIN AND STRENGTHEN
THEIR DISTINCTIVE SPIRITUAL RELATIONSHIP WITH THEIR
TRADITIONALLY OWNED OR OTHERWISE OCCUPIED AND USED
LANDS, TERRITORIES, WATERS AND COASTAL SEAS AND OTHER
RESOURCES AND TO UPHOLD THEIR RESPONSIBILITIES TO
FUTURE GENERATIONS IN THIS REGARD.

2UNITED NATIONS DECLARATION ON THE RIGHTS OF
INDIGENOUS PEOPLES (2007). ARTICLE 31(1): INDIGENOUS
PEOPLES HAVE THE RIGHT TO MAINTAIN, CONTROL, PROTECT
AND DEVELOP THEIR CULTURAL HERITAGE, TRADITIONAL
KNOWLEDGE, AND TRADITIONAL CULTURAL EXPRESSIONS, AS
WELL AS THE MANIFESTATIONS OF THEIR SCIENCES,

TECHNOLOGIES AND CULTURES, INCLUDING HUMAN AND GENETIC
RESOURCES, SEEDS, MEDICINES, KNOWLEDGE OF THE PROPERTIES
OF FAUNA AND FLORA, ORAL TRADITIONS, LITERATURES, DESIGNS,
SPORTS AND TRADITIONAL GAMES AND VISUAL AND PERFORMING
ARTS. THEY ALSO HAVE THE RIGHT TO MAINTAIN, CONTROL, PROTECT
AND DEVELOP THEIR INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY OVER SUCH
CULTURAL HERITAGE, TRADITIONAL KNOWLEDGE, AND TRADITIONAL
CULTURAL EXPRESSIONS.

STWO-WAY HYDROGEOLOGY IS AN APPROACH THAT CONNECTS THE
TRADITIONAL GROUNDWATER KNOWLEDGE OF ABORIGINAL PEOPLE —
THAT IS THE CULTURAL UNDERSTANDING OF PEOPLE,
GROUNDWATER, AND COUNTRY — WITH WESTERN HYDROGEOLOGY
AND SCIENCE INQUIRY.



